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2- Unimportance. 

As I was ruminating on' that I had feen, I could not forbear 
i-cflcCtmg on the infiguifcancy of human art, when fet in com- 
parifon With the dcfigns of providence. Addifon's Guardian. 

My annals are in mouldy mildews wrought, 

With eafy -nfignificanee of thought. ° Garth. 

1 nsioni'kjcant. adj. [in and fignificant.] 

1. Wanting meaning; void of fignificitibn 

’Till you can weight and gravity explain. 

Thole words are inftgnificant and vain. Blackmore. 

2. Unimportant; wanting weight; ineffe£tual. 

J hat I might not be vapoured down by inftgnificant tefti- 
monics, 1 prefumed to ufe the great name of your fociety to 
annihilate all fuch arguments. GJanv. Scepfi Preface. 

Calumny robs the publick of all that benefit that it mayjuftly 
claim from the worth and virtue of particular perfons, by ren¬ 
dering their virtue utterly inftgnificant. South's Sermons. 

All the arguments to a good life will be very inftgnificant to 
a man that hath a mind to be wicked, when remiflion of fins 
may be had upon fudi cheap terms. Tilhtfn's Sermons. 

Nothing can be more contemptible and infiptificant than the 
feum of a people, inftigated againft a king. Addifon. 

In a hemorrhage from the lungs, no remedy fo proper as 
bleeding, often repeated : ftypticks are often injignificant. Arb. 

In.k.niTicantly. a (tv. [from inftgnificant.] 

i Without meaning. 

Birds are taught to ufe articulate words, yet they underftand 
not their import, but ufe them infitynificafitly, as the organ or 
pipe renders the tune, which it underftand:; not. Hale. 

’• Without importance or effect. 

Insince re, adj. [infinetrus, Lat. in and fincerc.] 

1. Not what he appears; not hearty; diflembling; unfaithful. 

2. Not found ; corrupted. 

Ah why, Penelope, this caufelefs fear. 

To render fleep’s foft bleflings infineere ? 

Alike devote to forrow’s dire extreme. 

The day reflection, and the midnight dream. Pope. 

Insince'ritv. n.fi. [from infineere.] Diflimulation; want of 
truth or fidelity. 

If men fliould always adt under a mafk, and in difguife, that 
indeed betrays defign and infinccrity. Hroomc’s Notes on the Odyfifi. 

ToInsi'new. v.a. [imnAfinew] To llrengthen; to con¬ 
firm. 

All members of our caufe. 

That arc infinewed to this adtion. Shakefip. H. IV. 

Insi nuanT. adj. [French.] Having the power to gain favour. 

Men not fo quick perhaps of conceit as flow to paflions, and 
commonly lefs inventive than judicious, howfoever prove 
very plaufible, infinuant, and fortunate men. Wotton. 

To INSINUATE, v a. [ infinuer,, Fr. infinuo , Latin.] 

1. To introduce any thing gently. 

The water'cafily infinuates itfelf into and placidly diftends 
tha vcffels of vegetables. Woodward. 

2. To pufh gently into favour or regard: commonly with the 
reciprocal pronoun. 

There is no particular evil which hath notfome appearance 
of goodnefs, whereby to infmuate itfelf. Hooker. 

At the ifle of Rhee he vfinuatea himfelf into the very good 

‘ gsace of the duke of Buckingham. Clarendon. 

3. To hint; to impart indircCtly. 
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And all the fictions bards purfue 

Do but infatuate what’s true. Swift. 

To in Ail I; to infufe gently. 

All the art of rhctorick, befides order and clearnefs, are for 
nothing tile tut to infmuate wrong ideas, move the paflions, 
and thereby miflead the judgment. Locke. 

To Insi'nuath. v. n. 

l. To wheedle ; to gain on the affedions by gentle degrees. 

I love no colours ; and without all colour 

Of bafe inftnuating flattery, 

I pluck this white rofe with Plantagcnet. Sbakefi H. VI. 

1 -. To fteal into imperceptibly ; to be conveyed infenfibly. 

Peftilential miafms infmuate into the humoral and confiftent 
parts of the body. Harvey. 

3. I know not whether Milton does not ufe this word, according 
to its etymology, for, to enfold; to wreath j to wind. 

Clofe tire ferpent fly 

JrfiriUtiting , of his fatal guile 

Gave proof unheeded. Milton. 

Insinuation, n.fi [ infinuatio , Lat. hfmuaiion , Fr. from infi- 
miatc.] The power of pleafing or ftealing upon the affedtions. 

When the induftry of one man hath fettled the work, a 
new man, by inftnuation or mifinformation, may not fupplant 
him without a juft caufe. Bacon. 

He had a natural inftnuation and addrefs, which made him 
acceptable in the beft company. Clarendon. 

Insi'nuative. adj. [from infmuate.'] Stealing on the at- 
feflions. 

It is a flrange infmuative power which example and cuftorn 
have upon us. Government of the Tongue. 

If si NUa ToR. n.fi [infinuator, Lat.] He that infinuates. AinJ. 

.NSlPiD. adj. [infijider, French; infipidus, Latin.] 
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1. Without tafte; without power of affixing the organs of 2u ff • 

Some earths yield, by diftillation, a liquor very far from 
being inodorous or infipid. j, r , 

This chyle is the natural and alimentary pituita, which the 
ancients deferihed as infipid Flayer on the Humour,. 

She lays fome uieful bile afide. 

To tinge the chyle’s infipid tide. p rrr 

2. Without fpirit; without pathos; fiat; dull 3 heavy. 

The gods have made your noble mind for me. 

And her infipid foul for Ptolemy ; 

A heavy lump of earth without defire, 

A heap of allies that o’er-lays your fire. Dryd. Clem 

Some fhort excurfions of a broken vow 
He made indeed, but flat infipid fluff. Dryd. Don Sel«Jl 

Insi pidness. $ '/ Fr - from tnfiptd.] 

1. Want of talle. 

2. Want of life or fpirit. 

Diyden’s lines fliine flrongly through the infipidity of 
Tate s. Pope. 

Insi'pidly. adv. [from infipid.] Without tafte ; dully. 

One great reafon why many children abandon themfelve3 
wholly to filly fporis, and trifle away all their time infipidly, 
is bccaufe they have found their curiofity baulked. Lode ! 

Insi'pience. n.fi. [ infipientia , Latin.] Folly; want of un¬ 
der ftanding. 

To INSI'ST. V. n. [infifier , French ; infiflo, Latin.] 

1. To (laud or reft upon. 

The combs being double, the cells on each fide the parti¬ 
tion are fo ordered, that the angles on one fide infifi upon the 
centers of the bottom of the cells on the other fide. Ray. 

2. Not to recede from terms or affertions ; to perfift in. 

Upon fuch large terms, and fo abfolute, 

As our conditions fliall infifi upon, 

Our peace fliall ftand as firm as rocky mountains. Shakefp. 

3. To dwell upon in difeourfe. 

Were there no other act of hoftility but that which we 
have hitherto inftfted on, the intercepting of her fupplies were 
irreparably injurious to her. Decay of Piety. 

Insistent* adj. [ infiftens , Latin.J Refting upon any thing. 
The breadth of tne fubftrudiion muft be at leaft double to 
the infifient wall. IVotton. 

Insitiency. n.fi [in and fitio, Latin.] Exemption from 
thirft. 

What is more admirable than the fitnefs of every creature, 
for tlie ufe we make of him ? The docility of an elephant, 
and the infitiency of a camel for travelling in defarts. Grew. 

InsiTion, n.J. [infitio, Latin.] The insertion or ingraffment 
of one branch into another. 

Without the ufe of thefe we could have nothing of culture 
or civility : no tillage or agriculture, no pruning or lopping, 
grafting or infititm. Ray in the Creation. 

Insi'sture. n.f [from infifi.] This word leans in Shakefpean 
to fignify conftancy or regularity. 

The heav’ns themfclves, the planets, and the centre, 
Obferve degree, priority, and place, 

Jnfifiure , courfe, proportion, feafon, form. 

Office and cuftorn, in all line of order. Shakefpeare. 

ToInsna're. v.a. [in andfiiare.] 

1. To intrap ; to catch in a trap, gin, orfnare; to inveigle. 

Why ftrewft thou fugar on that bottled fpider, 

Whofe deadly web injnareth thee about. Shakefp. R- IH- 

She infnar'd 

Mankind with her fair looks. Milton. 

By long experience Durfey may no doubt 
Infnare a gudgeon, or perhaps A trout; 

Though Dryden once exclaim’d in partial fpite; 

He fifh’d ! 
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bccaufe the man attempts to w rite. Fenton. 

2. To intangle in difficulties or perplexities. 

That which in a great part, in the weightieft caufes belong¬ 
ing to this prefent controverfy, hath injnared the judgments 
both of fundry good and of fome well learned men, is the 
manifeft truth of certain general principles, whereupon the 
ordinances that ferve for ulual pradlice in the church pf Goa 
are grounded. . 

That the hypocrite reign not, left the people be mpnarei. 

1 Job xxxiv. 30. 

Insna’rer. n.f [from infnare.] He that infnares. 

Inso'ciable. adj. [infociable, French; inj'ociabilis, Latin ] 

1. Averfe from conversation. 

If this auftere infociable life, , , 

Change not your offer made in heat of blood. ata ej, 

2 . Incapable of connexion or union. . ,, 

The lowcft ledge or row muft be merely of ftone, c 
laid, without mortar, which is a general caution for « P . 
in building that arc contiguous to board or timber, 
lime and wood are infociable. IVotton's ArtbtUto*- 

Insobriety, n.f. [/« and fcbriety.] Druukenncls > w ' 
fobriety. . 

He whofe confcience upbraids him with profwnenels tow^ 
God, and mf briefy towards himfelf, if he is jult to 
hour, he thinks he has quit fcores. Decay oj ^ 
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To I'NSOLATE. V. a. [inftl:, Latin.] To dry Irt the fun; 

to exoofe to the action of the fun. 

Insolation, n.f [inflation, French, from inflate. ] Expo- 

iWe^ufe 6 1hefe towers for inflation , refrigeration, confer- 
vation, and for the view of divers meteors. Bacon s Sat. Htft. 

If it have not a fufficient injolatio'i it looketh pale, and at¬ 
tains not its laudable colour: if it be funned too long, it fuf- 
fereth a torrefaflion. . Bnwtft Vulgar Errours. 

1 'NSOi.ENCE. I n. f. [mftence, Fr. tnfohntia, Latin.] Pridetx- 
I'NSOteNCY. J erted in contemptuous and overbearing treat¬ 
ment of others; petulant contempt 

They could not reftrain the tnjo/ency of O Neal, who, find¬ 
ing none now to withftand him, made himfelf lord of thofe 
few people that remained. Sptnjcr on Ireland. 

Such a nature. 

Tickled with good fuccefs, difdains the fhadow 

Which he treads on at noon ; but I do wonder 

His infolence can brook to be commanded 

Under Cominius. Shakefpeare. 

Flown with inflence and wine. Milton. 

Publick judgments are the banks and fhores upon which 
God breaks the infolency of finners, and ftays their proud 
■ wavcs . Tillotfon. 

The fteady tyrant man, 

Who with the thoughtless inflence of power, 

For fport alone, purfues the cruel chace. Thomfon. 

The fear of any violence, either againft her own perfon or 
againft her fon, might deter Penelope from ufing any endea¬ 
vours to remove men of fuch inflence and power. Broome. 
To I'nsolence. v.a. [from the noun.] Toinfult; to treat 
with contempt. A very bad word. 

The bilhops, who were firft faulty, infolenced and af- 
faulted. King Charles. 

I'nsolent. adj. [inflent, Fr. inf'em, Latin.] Contemptuous 
of others; haughty ; overbearing. 

We have not pillaged thofe rich provinces which we refeued: 
vi&ory itfelf hath not made us inf lent mafters. Atterbury. 
I'nsolently. adv. [inf .enter, Latin.] With contempt of 
others; haughtily; rudely. 

What I muft difprove. 

He infolently talk’d to me of love. Dryden. 

Not fadion, when it fhook thy regal feat, 

Not fenates, infolently loud, 

Thofe echoes of a thoughtlefs crowd. 

Could warp thy foul to their unjuft decree. Dryden. 

Briant, being naturally of an haughty temper, treated him 
very infolently , and more like a criminal than a prifoncr of war. 

Addifn's Guardian. 

Inso'lvable. adj. [bjolvalle, Fr. in and five.] 
j. Not to be folvcd; not to be cleared ; inextricable ; fuch as ad¬ 
mits of no folution, or explication. 

Spend a few thoughts on the puzzling inquiries concerning 
vacuums, the dodrine of infinites, indivifiblcs and incom- 
menfurablcs, wherein there appear fome inf hale difficui- 
ffatts’s Improvement of the Mind. 

2. 1 hat cannot be paid. 

Insoluble, adj. [infoluble, French; infiubiiis, Latin.] 

1. Not to be cleared ; not to be rt-folved. 

Admit this, and what lhall the Scripture be but a fnare and 
a torment to weak confciences, filling them with infinite feru- 
pulofities, doubts infoluble , and extreme dcfpair. Hooker. 

2. Not to be diflolved or feparated. 

Stony matter may grow in any part of a human body; for 
when any thing infoluble flicks in any part of the body/it ea- 
thers a cruft about it. ArbuthJon Diet. 

° S VEK £. 'Y J \ an . d f olvo ' Latin -J Unable to pay. 

hy publick declaration he proclaimed himfelf infolvent of 
thofe vaft fums he had taken upon credit. Hcwel. 

A farmer accufcd his guards for robbing him of oxen, and 
e emperor fhot the offenders; but demanding reparation of 
the accufur for fo many brave fellows, and finding him info vent. 
Compounded the matter by taking his life. Addifon 

An infolvent is a man that cannot pay his debts. Watt's. 
Injo.vent tenant of incumber’d fpacc. Smart 

nsolvency. n.f. [from infolvent.] Inability to pay debts 

ThT So ‘ hat i »&ha P /4Ve t h«. 

To make ground fertile, aflies excel; inf much as the coun 

fomTbjT, P "'’ ttat hTnSfSi 
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With narrow /earch, dnd Witli ihfpeflion deefi, . 
Confider every creature. , , A 

Our religion is a religion that dares to be underftood ; that 
offers itfelf to the fearch of the inquifitive, to the tfiprthm ci 
the fevereft and the moft awakened reafon ; for, being fccure 
of her fubftantial truth and purity, fhe knows that for her to 
• be leen and looked into, is to be embraced and admired, « 
there needs no greater argument for men to love the light than 
to fee it. South's Saniorti. 

2. Superintendence; prefiding care. In the firft fenfe it fliould 
have into before the object, and in the fecond (clife nlay admit 
over-, but authors confound them. 

We may fafely conceal our good deeds from the publick 
view, when they run no hazard of being diverted to impioper 
ends, for want of our own inferior:. Atterbury. 

We fliould apply ourfelves to ftudy the perfections of God, 
and to procure lively and vigorous impreflions of his perpetual 
prefence with us, and infpcilion over us. Atterbury. 

The divine infpc£iion into the affairs of the world, doth ne- 
ceflarily follow from the nature and being of God; and he 
that denies this, doth implicitly deny his exiftence. Bentley. 
Inspector, n.f [Latin.] 

1. A prying examiner. 

With their new light our bold infpefiors prefs, 

Like Cham, to fhfew their father’s nakednefs. Denham. 

2, A fuperintendent. 

They may travel under a wife infpeclor or tutor to different 
parts, that they may bring home ufeful knowledge. Waits. 
Inspe'rsion. n.f. [infperfio, Lat.] A fprinkling. Ainfw. 
To Insphe're. v.a. [in and fphere ] To place in an orb or 
fpherc. 

Where thofe immortal fliapes 
Of bright aereal fpirits live infpher'd, 

In regions mild of calm and ferene air. Milton. 

Inspi'rable. adj. [from infpire.] Which may be drawn in 
with the breath; which may be infufed. 

To thefe infpirdblt hurts, we may enumerate thofe they fuf- 
tain from their expiration of fuliginous fteems. Harvey. 
Inspira TioN. n.f. [from infpire.] 

1. The adt of drawing in the breath. 

In any inflammation of the diaphragm, the fymptoms are a 
violent fever, and a moft exquifite pain increased upon infpi- 
ration , by which it is diftinguifhed from a pleurify, in which 
the greateft pain is in expiration. Arbuthmt. 

2. The adl of breathing into any thing. 

3. Infufion of ideas into the mind by a fuperiotir power. 

I never fpoke with her in all my life. 

—How can fhe then call us by our names, 

Unlefs it be by infpiration ? Shak. Comedy of Errours. 

Your father was ever virtuous, and holy men at their death 
have good infpirations. Shakefp. Merck, of Venice. 

We to his high infpiratibn owe. 

That what was done before the flood we know. Denham. 

What the tragedian wrote, the late fuccefs 
Declares was infpiration , and not gtiefs. Denham: 

Infpiration is when an overpowering impreflion of any pro- 
pofition is made upon the hiind by God himfelf, that gives acon- 
vincing and indubitable evidence of the truth and divinity of 
it: fo were the prophets and the apoftlcs infpired. Watts. 
To INSPIRE, v. n. [ infpiro , Latin; infpirer, Fr.] To draw 
in the breath. 

If the injpiring and expiring organ of any animal be ftopt, 
it fuddenly yields to natufe, and dies. Walton. 

To Inspi're. v. a. 

1. To breathe into; to infufe into the mind; to imprefs upon 

the fancy. 1 r 

I have been troubled in my fleep this night; 

But dawning day new comfort hath infp Yd. Shakefpeare. 
He knew not his Maker, and he that infpired into him an 
active foul, and breathed in a living fpirit. Wifd.xv. I 1. 
1 hen to the heart infpir'd J 

Vernal delight Mltm 

2. l o animate by fupernatural infufion. 

Nor th’ infpir'd 

Caftalian fpring. Mi'ton 

Erato, thy poet’s mind infpire. 

And fill his foul with thy celeftial fire. Dryd. ALn. 

I he letters are often read to the young religious, to infbire 
with fentiments of virtue. b 8 * ]?// 

3- To draw in with the breath. Addijon. 

ftn % m f ns ? f ftdphurous coal fmoaks the lungs are ftifled and 
oppreffed, whereby they are forced to >nf*ir,*„A • u 
air with difficulty, in comparifon o^ 
and expiring the air in the country. Y l $ mn * 

His baleful breath inf firing as he glides ; Garvey. 

Now like a chain around her neck he rid^ n v 

ToM ^ H e e C tha h t infpfms. 

ofThewotld Te^k tHC ^P^nt creator and preferver 

of T£$%zr ieemer ' 

eourage. 6 ’ 0 enaven > to invigorate; to en- 
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